Yannis D. Varalis

PROTHESIS AND DIAKONIKON: SEARCHING
THE ORIGINAL CONCEPT OF THE SUBSIDIARY
SPACES OF THE BYZANTINE SANCTUARY"

Prothesis and diakonikon are terms which belong to the liturgical vo-
cabulary and the architectural terminology of church-building. As they de-
termine at the same time parts of the liturgy and separate spaces of the
church, their study requires synthetic analysis from a twofold point of view:
that of the history of the ecclesiastical architecture and that of the history of
the Christian worship. This explains why scholars from both fields have pub-
lished valuable contributions to the theme: George Soteriou', Dimitrios Pal-
las?, Djordje Stri¢evi¢®, father Constantine Kallinikos®, Anastasios Orlan-

* 1 would like to thank Alexei Lidov for encouraging me to participate to the Hierotopy sym-
posium. A preliminary report of this paper was published in: Hierotopy. Material from the
International Symposium / Ed. A. Lidov. Moscow, 2004, p. 92-94. My thanks go also to
Professors P. Brown and Sl. Curéié and to Dr. Natalia Teteriatnikov for their valuable re-
marks after my presentation. In the following notes I use the abbreviations of the L'Année
philologique.
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78. Idem, L'édifice cultuel chrétien et la liturgie dans 1'lllyricum oriental // Actes du X
Congrés international d'Archéologie chrétienne. Citta del Vaticano and Thessaloniki 1984,
1, p. 140-157.
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dos’, Thomas Mathews®, Richard Krautheimer’, Georg Descoeudres®, father
Robert Taft’, Hans-Joachim Schulz'’, Michael Altripp'' and father Paul
Koumarianos'?. Yet, the issues that concern the origin and the first stages of
development of the prothesis and the diakonikon as both liturgical and archi-
tectural components have not yet been thoroughly treated and many ques-
tions still remain to be answered. This study aims to throw some light on
these matters by tracing the original concept of these subsidiary spaces of the
Byzantine sanctuary.

It is commonly admitted that churches of the period after Iconoclasm
were built with two side apses flanking the larger sanctuary apse. The north
apse was used for the rite of the prothesis, and was subsequently named after
it; the south apse, the diakonikon, was used for the storage of vestments,
books and other liturgical equipment. In old and recent bibliography both of
these subsidiary rooms are also named as ‘pastophories’’, a term which
seems to be quite inappropriate, since it determines the well-known diakoni-
kon and martyrium or baptistery and martyrium of the Syrian churches'.
Orlandos has formed a theory concerning the origins of these side chambers:
according to him, the pastophories were placed to either side of the narthex
of the Early Christian basilicas; for a period, he believed, they were about to

Orlandos A. K. H &uAdoteyog maiatoypiotioviky Pactiikny g Mecoyelokng Aekdvng.
Athens, 1952, 1, p. 151-153. Idem, H omd t0V0 vapOnNKog Tpog 10 1€pOV UETAKIVIGLS TOV
Srakovikov &1g Tag eEAANVioTikds Bocthkdg / DeltChAE 4 (1964-1965), p. 353-372.
Mathews Th. F. The Early Churches of Constantinople. Architecture and Liturgy. Univer-
sity Park and London. 1971, p. 160-162.

Krautheimer R. Early Christian and Byzantine Architecture. New Haven and London, 1986,

revised in coll. with S1. Cur¢ié, passim, esp. p. 298-300.

Descoeudres G. Die Pastophorien im syro-byzantinischen Osten. Eine Untersuchung zu

architektur- und liturgiegeschichtlichen Problemen. Wiesbaden, 1983.

Taft R. E. The Great Entrance. A History of the Transfer of the Gifts and Other Preanapho-

ral Rites of the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom. Rome, 1978.

19 Schulz H.-J. The Byzantine Liturgy. Symbolic Structure and Faith Expression. New York,
1986, esp. p. 64—67, 180—184.

" Altripp M. Die Prothesis und ihre Bildausstattung in Byzanz unter besonderer Beriicksichti-
gung der Denkmaéler Greichenlands, Studien und Texte zur Byzantinistik 4. Frankfurt am
Main. 1998, esp. p. 19-67.

12 Koumarianos P. 1. TIpoBeon, mpookopudh, mpoogopd. Evo Eekabapiopo Aerovpykdy
opwv // Theologia 70 (1999), p. 483-512.

3 E. g. both the diakonikon and the prothesis are treated under the entry 'pastophories’ in the
Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium 3 (1991), 1594 (R. Taft). Cf. Krautheimer, Architecture,
op. cit., p. 519. Striker C. The Myrelaion (Bodrum Camii) in Istanbul. Princeton, New Jer-
sey. 1981, p. 11, 20, 21, 23.

' Lassus J. Sanctuaires chrétiens de Syrie. Paris. 1947, p. 169—180. See recently: Michel A.

Les églises d'époque Byzantine et Umayyade de Jordanie (provinces d'Arabie et de
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balance between the west and the east end of the outer walls of the churches,
moving towards the east, where at a final stage they found their place at the
flanks of the sanctuary apse for reasons of symmetry'". This theory can no
longer be accepted, for it is based on archaeological data the interpretation of
which has substantially changed'®.

It is common sense that any generalisation and/or oversimplification on
liturgical as well as on architectural matters can be misleading. Are we to
suppose that every side apse projecting from the east wall of a church, no
matter its architectural type, is to be identified as prothesis or diakonikon?
Are we to suppose that the prothesis rite, even in a primitive stage, consti-
tuted an integral part of the Liturgy in Early Christian period for every litur-
gical entity of the empire? Are we to suppose that side chambers intended to
serve the celebration of the Eucharist, have had a kind of 'architectural jour-
ney' towards the east, in order to form the well-known tripartite Byzantine
sanctuary? In this paper I would like to restrain my research in churches of
the first millennium that constitute case studies from both parts of the Em-
pire, east and west.

In Constantinople, as Georg Descoeudres has shown, the prothesis and
the diakonikon as subsidiary rooms of the sanctuary are implicitly mentioned
in the twelfth century and explicitly only during the Palaiologan period'’.
Yet, the churches of the capital from the tenth century on are planned with
side chambers at either side of the sanctuary. The oldest existing known
church with such rooms is the well-known cross-in-square monastic church
founded by Constantine Lips in 907, the north church of the modern Fenari
Isa Camii'® (fig. 1). These diakonika or bemata — I am using the relevant
terminology found in byzantine texts of the Middle Byzantine period" —

15 Orlandos, H petaxivnotg tov Swkovikov, loc. cit.

16 All the recent archaeological data concerning Eastern Illyricum are included in my Ph. D.
dissertation entitled: H enidpaon g Oeiog Aettovpyiag kot Tov 1Epdv akoAovbimv oty
EKKANCOTIKY  apylTeKTOVK) Tov Avotohkod IAAvpucod (395-753). University of
Thessaloniki, 2001.

7 Descoeudres, Die Pastophorien, op. cit., 153-159.

'8 Van Millingen A. Byzantine Churches in Constantinople, their History and Architecture.
London, 1912, p. 129. See also: Macridy Th. with the contributions of Megaw A. H. S.,
Mango C., Hawkins E. J. W. The Monastery of Lips (Fenari Isa Camii) at Istanbul / DOP
18 (1964), esp. p. 281-282, where Megaw publishes the results of the sounding made inside
the diakonikon. Similar polylobed sacristies can be found in the catholica of the Myrelaion
and the Christ Pantepoptes; cf. Van Millingen, Byzantine Churches, op. cit., p. 198, 214.
Krautheimer, Architecture, op. cit., p. 358. N. B. Teteriatnikov proposes that the side niches
can be identified as presbyter seats (The Liturgical Planning of Byzantine Churches in
Cappadocia. Roma, 1996, p. 65-66).

' See for instance the churches described in the praktikon of the sebastos John Komnenos,
written for the monastery of Iveron on Mount Athos in January 1104: Chr. Giros. Remar-
ques sur l'architecture monastique en Macédoine orientale / BCH 116 (1992), p. 409—443,
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contain shallow niches which billow from the east and west apses, shaping
two tiny trefoils which are disposed opposite one another. Subsidiary rooms
of a similar plan®, though tending to a rough quatrefoil, can be also found in
an slightly older church: in Dereagzi®', the impressive ruin of the domed ba-
silica dated to around 900%, the prothesis and the diakonikon flank the large
area of the sanctuary. From these examples it is clear that the plan of these
bemata can be independent of the architectural type of the church.

Apsidal rooms at the sides of the presbytery, covered with barrel- or
domical vaults, are very commonly identified as protheses and diakonika.
But this is not the case in the well-known church of the Virgin Skripou in
Boeotia, Greece, one of the oldest examples of the so-called 'transitory
cross-inscribed church'” (fig. 2). The side apses of this impressive monu-
ment, which was built by a high-rank official of the imperial court in
873/874, belong to two totally independent chapels dedicated to Sts Peter
and Paul, according to the inscriptions set in the exterior of the masonry of
the conches™. Similarly, the identification of the side sacristies of the mo-
numental basilica in Aboba Pliska, Bulgaria, as prothesis and diakonikon is
also problematic® (fig. 3). The original phase of the episcopal church of
the times of the czars of the first Bulgar state in 864—-886 cannot be dated
to that period, and I am not the first to believe so. The publication of ar-
chaeological investigations of the '60's*® has proven that just outside these
sacristies were built in a second phase two rooms containing very typical
early Christian furnishings: the north room stored an altar under a balda-

esp. 430, where it is supposed that by "Pipota tpia” is meant "three apses". I would rather
suggest that this term corresponds not only to the apses but also to the space before them;
thus, this term stands for a tripartite sanctuary.

20 Cf. Mathews, The Early Churches, op. cit., p. 107, fig. 52.

2! Morganstern J. The Byzantine Church of Deregzi and its Decoration, MDAI(I) Beiheft 29
// Ttibingen, 1983, p. 45-46, 87-89.

2 Ibid., p. 89-90. Idem, The Church at Deregzi: its Date and its Place in the History of Byz-
antine Architecture / Actes du XIV® Congrés international des études byzantines, Bucarest,
6-12 septembre 1971. Bucarest 1976, 111, p. 385-394.

2 See Soteriou M. O vaog g Txpuroic g Bowwtiog / ArchEphem 1931, p. 119-157; Me-
gaw A. H. S. The Skripou Screen // ABSA 61 (1966), p. 1-32; Voyadjis S. Ilopotnpnoeig
omv owodopkn wotopia g Ilavayiag kpurovg ot Bowwtio // DeltChAE 20 (1998-
1999), p. 111-128.

** Oikonomidés N. Pour une nouvelle lecture des inscriptions de Scripou en Béotie //
T&MByz 12 (1992), p. 479-493.

3 Tschilingirov A. Christliche Kunst in Bulgarien. Berlin, 1978, p. 29-30, 315-316, with bibli-
ography. A ninth-century date is opted by Krautheimer, Architecture, op. cit., p. 318, n. 40,
and Qusterhout R. Master Builders of Byzantium. Princeton, New Jersey, 1999, p. 161.

2% Mijatev Kr. Die Mittelalterliche Baukunst in Bulgarien. Sofia, 1974, p. 77-81; Michailov St.
Nouvelles fouilles a la grande basilique de Pliska / Actes du XIV® Congrés international des
études byzantines, Bucarest, 612 septembre 1971. Bucarest, 1976, 111, p. 367-371.
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chin, hastily identified with the monumental tomb of czar Boris?’, and the
south room had a constructed baptismal font. The sacristies at the sides at
the sanctuary of the church surely served as prothesis and diakonikon only
at a later phase, possibly at the time of the Bulgar czars. Their original des-
tination though could have been different: the north room served as a
chapel and the south as a baptistery. The altar and the baldachin found in
the excavation of the north annex are typical for subsidiary chapels, as, for
instance, the altar contained in the side chapel of the Mastichari basilica in
the island of Cos™. It is thus conceivable that only at a second or even a
later phase, after the middle of the ninth century, the new annexes were
built to shelter the early Christian altar and font, as an act of respect for the
old furnishings of the church. The churches of Skripou and Aboba Pliska
could make us suspicious to any hurried identification of the original des-
tination of sacristies that flank the altar apse®.

The identification of such side apses with protheses and diakonika is
really tempting even for earlier dated churches. In an important Early Chris-
tian church indisputable archaeological data confirm that at least in the Bal-
kans of the sixth century, the liturgical rite did not require subsidiary rooms for
the sanctuary. The well-known episcopal basilica of Cari¢in Grad could have
been the church in which the archbishop of Justiniana Prima officiated™ (fig.
4). The two apsidal rooms at the east end of the aisles, identified by the exca-
vators as prothesis and diakonikon®', for a small period of time had access to
the presbytery, but when the synthronon of the central apse was constructed,
the openings were immured and in front of them were constructed the subsel-
lia for the seats of the clergy™”. If we believe that the plan of this church came
from the capital, when the Emperor Justinian embellished his own birth town,
then this plan in no way can attest the use of prothesis and diakonikon in the

2" Georgiev P., Smjadovski T. Paraklisjt pri goliamata bazilika v Pliska // ArcheologijaSof
24/2 (1982), p. 13-27.

2 Orlandos A. Avo maraoyprotiovikai Bactiucoi g Ko // ArchEphem 1966, 37, fig. 37.

% For the flanking rooms of the sanctuary in capadocian churches, see recently: Teteriatnikov,
Liturgical Planning, op. cit., p. 55-61, 70-78.

3 Hoddinott R. F. Early Byzantine Churches in Macedonia and Southern Serbia. London,
1963, p.206-209; Kondi¢ V., Popovi¢ V. Cari¢in Grad, Site fortifi¢ dans I'lllyricum
byzantin. Beograd, 1977, p. 25-37 ; Duval N. L'architecture religieuse de Tsaritchin Grad
dans le cadre de I'lllyricum Oriental au VI® siécle // Villes et peuplement dans 1'Tllyricum
protobyzantin, Actes du colloque organisé par I'Ecole frangaise de Rome, Rome, 12—14 mai
1982. Rome, 1984, p. 407-416, 440 ; Krautheimer, Architecture, op. cit., p. 274. Cf. also:
RLAC 149-150 (1999), p. 654-656 (C. Snively).

31 Cf. Kondi¢, Popovié, Cariéin Grad, op. cit., p. 311.

32 Hoddinott, Macedonia and Southern Serbia, op. cit., p. 206-207 (but the plan in his fig. 131
does not entirely correspond with the description of the text); Duval, Tsaritchin Grad, loc.
cit., p. 407-408.
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province of Dacia Mediterranea. These rooms may have been used for burials
of high-rank clergy men or prominent members of the local community, as the
tomb found in the south room can suggest™.

The existence of protheses and diakonika is not restricted to churches of
the east part of the empire. The churches in Ravenna present characteristics
which can fit in a well-established by the older scholarship frame of eastern
influences, whatever that may mean. Friedrich Deichmann used the term
'pastophories' for the side-chambers of three churches of the city without any
plausible proof and considered them to have similar use with the subsidiary
rooms of the churches in Asia Minor and Syria**. The skepticism already
expressed by Janet Smith is convincible: her inquiry started with a much ear-
lier church, namely San Giovani Evangelista. The existence of tubuli inside
the walls of the north subsidiary room are parts of a system of air-conditio-
ning or heating which is well attested for the construction of libraries in An-
tiquity®>. Thus, at least the north room of this church was used as a library or
a scriptorium. It is interesting to note that the same arrangement is preserved
in a much later church plan of the Carolingian period: the manuscript plan of
St Gall's abbey dated to around 820, presents a church that has subsidiary
two-story rooms to either side of the sanctuary®. The eastern ones are rooms
with specific use: the north is a scriptorium and a library and the south is a
sacristy for the deposit of holy vessels and garments. Up to the ninth century
the persistence of the tradition of having sacristies at either side of the sanc-
tuary can possibly indicate that even in the sixth-century churches of Ra-
venna there were not any kind of protheses and diakonika in use whatsoever.
Furthermore, this may put us into serious doubts about designations of simi-
lar architectural arrangements in regions where the prothesis and diakonikon
are irrelevant to the rite itself.

So we have to step back and reconsider the textual and architectural
data.

The office of prothesis is attested at the beginning of the VIII century
in the Historia ecclesiastica of Patriarch Germanos of Constantinople (if
the whole text belongs to one and single writer)’’” and in the well-known

33 Ibid., p. 408.

3% Deichmann F. W. Ravenna, 1. Geschichte und Monumente. Wiesbaden, 1969, p. 61-62,
154, 261; Ravenna, II. Kommentar. Wiesbaden 1976, 240. See also his Ravenna, III.
Geschichte, Topographie, Kunst und Kultur. Stuttgart 1989, 245.

35 Smith J. Ch. The Side Chambers of San Giovani Evangelista in Ravenna: Church Libraries
of the Fifth Century // Gesta 29/1 (1990), p. 86-97.

3% Horn W., Born E. The Plan of St Gall. A Study of the Architecture and Economy of, and
Life in, a Paradigmatic Carolingian Monastery. Berkeley, Los Angeles, London, 1979, I,
145 and fig. 99.

37 Descoeudres, Die Pastophorien, op. cit., 91-92.
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Barberini codex 336 of the Vatican Library dated around 800°®. Since these
testimonies originate from the religious environment of Constantinople, it
is only logical for the terms 'prothesis', 'diakonikon' and 'skeuophylakion'
to be found as synonyms in these written sources. In fact, one and only
building covered the uses of the prothesis and the diakonikon in the Hagia
Sophia: the circular building outside the northeast angle of the Justinianic
church, the only to have survived from the original basilica of Constan-
tine”, has been identified with the skeuophylakion of the written sources,
and when it comes to this, I follow the exhaustive and convincing analysis
of father Robert Taft*’.

As for the 'diakonikon', there are sources of a much earlier date from
other regions of the empire, as for example the Testamentum Domini, a text
which is now believed to be a fifth-century compilation*'. There the dia-
konikon is described as a room built outside the church and disposing of a
separate atrium. Inside this room the priest and the deacons accepted the of-
ferings of the faithful, they separated the Eucharistic from the non-eucha-
ristic ones, and they inscribed the names of the living and the dead for the
diptychs read during the liturgy. From that room began the litany of the dea-
cons who transferred the bread and wine to the sanctuary for the celebration
of the Eucharist. The lefts of the Holy Sacraments were also kept in the dia-
konikon™®,

This theoretical disposal of the church building in the Testamentum
found its implication, according to father Taft, in the churches of southern

38 Parenti St., Velkovska El. L'eucologio Barberini gr. 336. Roma, 2000, 174 line 163.2, 242
line 277.1 (diakonikon); 57 line 1.2, 71 line 22.1 (skeuophylakion); the terms alternate as
synonyms in the quotation of the prayers after the holy mass: 242 lines 277.1, 278.1, 279.1.

% Mathews, Early Churches, op. cit., 16-18, 160-162, figs 2-3. Cf. recently: Tiirkoglu S.
Ayasofya Skevophilakionu kazis1 // Ayasofya Miizesi Yillug: 9 (1983), 25-35. A similar
circular room was added outside the northeast corner of Hagia Eirene; see: Mathews, The
Early Churches, p. 84-85, fig. 44; Peschlow U. Die Irenekirche in Istanbul. Tibingen,
1977, 61-62, 195-196.

1 aft R. The Great Entrance, p. 178-215 (“The Procession of the Gifts”); Idem, Quaestiones
disputatae: the Skeuophylakion of Hagia Sophia and the Entrances of the Liturgy Revisited
// parts I and II, in his Divine Liturgies — Human Problems in Byzantium, Armenia, Syria
and Palestine. Aldershot, 2001 (articles nos VII and VIII).

! Kohlbacher M. Wessen Kirche ordnete das Testamentum Domini Nostri Jesu Christi? An-
merkungen zum historischen Kontext von CPG 1743 / Ed. M. Tamcke, A. Heinz // Zu Ge-
schichte, Theologie, Liturgie und Gegenwartslage der syrischen Kirchen. Ausgewdhlte
Vortrdge des deutschen Syrologen-Symposiums vom 2—4. Oktober 1998 in Hermannsburg.
Miinster, Hamburg, London, 2000, p. 55-137.

*2 Ouasten J. Monumenta eucharistica et liturgica vetustissima. Bonn, 1935-1937, 237 lines
8—10 (compare also in his n. 3: "diaconicon i.e. macto@oplov"). The same disposition is
found at the church of St Michael at Sykeon. Cf. Ruggieri V. Byzantine Religious Architec-
ture (582—-867): its History and Structural Elements. Roma, 1991, p. 177-178, 246.
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Syria, Phoenicia and Palestine®. In these territories and more to the south, in
Arabia, there exist mentions of the term diakonikon in the dedicatory in-
scriptions of mosaic pavements of church annexes, dating from the fifth to
the early seventh century. These annexes are mostly oblong halls along the
aisles, the majority of which are baptisteries, as Jean-Pierre Sodini observed
the first**. The most explicit example is the baptistery of the catholicon of
the monastery of Moses on Mount Nebo (fig. 5): 'Xdpitt O¢ia... avoxodop-
MM o k(o) ekooundn to 1EPSHV ToL B(80)V SlakoV[1]KOV PETA TNG EV AVTD
ayiag koMpPEBpac g malvyevesiog k(o) Tov yoplectdTov knPopiov™
['With the divine grace ... the holy diakonikon of God was built and deco-
rated with the saint font of rebirth inside it and the most graceful baldachin'].
Pauline Donceel Votte tried to conciliate this obvious discord between the
information of the written sources and the above epigraphical data by con-
sidering the diakonikon as a 'multi-functional' hall, since it is well attested
that the deacons helped the bishop celebrating the baptism*®. I would suggest
that if we want to judge the credibility of the sources firmly, we should at
least admit that the meaning of the term diakonikon in the churches of these
eastern provinces cannot be determined only by the general services of the
deacons; the inscriptions and/or the excavation data should be taken under
serious consideration as testimonies with special weight of great importance.

Another, similarly early-dated, mention of the term diakonikon can be
found in the 21* canon of the Synod of Laodicaea, dating little before 380:
'6TL 0V OEL VINPETAG EXELV YDOPAV EV T OLOKOVIK® KOl GNTECOHUL TOV 1EPOV
okevdv' ['the hyperetes should not stay in the diakonikon and touch the sa-
cred vases']. Zonaras and Balsamon consider these Ayperetes as the sub-
deacons who haven't got any authority to participate in the rite of the prosko-
mide*. This canon was translated into Latin and reconfirmed in 506 by the
Synod of Agatha, the modern Agde in south France. The 66" canon com-

* Taft R. Some Notes on the Bema in the East and West Syrian Traditions // Orientalia Chris-
tiana Periodica 34/2 (1968), p. 326-359, esp. 351.

* Sodini J.-P. Les dispositifs liturgiques des basiliques paléochrétiennes en Gréce et dans les
Balkans // Corsi di cultura sull'arte ravennate e bizantina 31 (1984), p. 469—470.

5 See esp. Piccirillo M. Campagna archeologica nella basilica di Mosé profeta sul monte Nebo-
Siyagha (1 luglio — 7 settembre 1976) // Liber Annuus 26 (1976), p. 305-312, pl. 58, 60, 62,
78 (for the dedicatory inscription) and 295-315, plan 5, pl. 56 (for the baptistery).

4 Donceel-Voiite P. Les pavements des églises byzantines de Syrie et du Liban: décor,
archéologie et liturgie. Louvain-la-Neuve 1988, p. 529-532, esp. 532. Cf. also: Eadem, Le
fonctionnement des lieux de culte aux VI-VII® siécles: monuments, textes et images //
Actes du XIII° Congrés international d'archéologie chrétienne. Citta del Vaticano and Split
1997, 11, p. 132-133.

4" Rhalles G. A., Potles M. ovtaypo tov Osiov kat 1epdv kovovov. Athens, 1852, vol. 3,
p. 190.

* Tbid.
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prises: 'quoniam non oportet insacratos ministros licentiam habere in secre-
tarium, quod Graeci diaconicon appellant, ingredi et contingere vasa dome-
nica' ['it is prohibited to the non-consecrated acolytes to enter and touch the
sacred vases in the secretarium which the Greeks (or, more correctly, the
Greek-speaking) name as diakonikon']. The identification of the secretarium
and the diakonikon should be considered only as an identification of the stor-
ing needs that the two rooms covered. And this should be underlined, for
according to the liturgical #ypika of the western family the faithful offered
their offerings of bread and wine themselves by putting them in the hands of
the bishop in front of the presbytery before the celebration of the Eucharist,
and not in a separate room before they entered the nave and not before the
very beginning of the Holy Mass™. In this western family belonged not only
the rites of Milan and the Gaul, but also those of Alexandria’' and, in my
opinion, of the Illyricum, both Western and Eastern.

In the Balkan peninsula, the oldest known church to have a prothesis and
a diakonikon as subsidiary rooms flanking the sanctuary is the St Sophia ca-
thedral in Thessaloniki, the first phase of which has recently been dated con-
vincingly by George Velenis to the middle of the eighth century™. According
to a much posterior text describing the office of the Matins at St Sophia writ-
ten by St Symeon of Thessaloniki, the deacon perfumes with incense the
church following a specific itinerary from the narthex up to the prothesis to the
left and up to the diakonikon to the right of the sanctuary, as Jean Darrouzes
has brilliantly outlined this itinerary™. This text of the early fifteenth century
may reflect with great fidelity the original rite of the middle of the eighth cen-
tury>*. For it is reasonable to suppose that, when the Eastern Illyricum was
transferred from the jurisdiction of the see of Rome to the Patriarchate of Con-
stantinople, in 732/3 or in 753, the new ecclesiastical authorities erected a

4 Mansi J. Sacrarum consiliorum nova et amplissima collectio / Repr. Graz, 1960, vol. 8,
p. 336.

3 Mathews T. An Early Roman Chancel Arrangement and its Liturgical Functions // RivAC
38 (1962), p. 73-95; Yarnold E. J. The Liturgy of the Faithful in the Fourth and Early Fifth
Centuries / Ed. Ch. Jones, G. Wainwright, E. J. Yarnold, P. Bradshaw // The Study of Lit-
urgy. London and New York, 1992, p. 230-234, with further bibliography.

3 Ibid., p. 237-239.

2 Velenis G. H ypovoldynon tov vaod mc Ayiag Zoeilag Osooohovikng péoo omd ta
emypapucd dedopévo / Thessalonikeon polis 3 (1997), p. 70-77, esp. 72, 73-74. Idem,
Meoofvlavtivi vaodopia otn Oscoarovikn. Athens, 2003, p. 70-71.

33 Darrouzés J. Sainte-Sophie de Thessalonique d’aprés un rituel // REByz 34 (1976), p. 45-78.

3% See: Phountoules J. To hertovpyikdv épyov Zupedv tov Oeocuhovikng (EvpPord &g v
wotopiav Kot Osopiav g Beiag Aatpeiag). Thessaloniki, 1965, p. 141-159.

35T am persuaded that the second date is more close to the truth; see: Grumel V. L'annexion de
I'lllyricum oriental, de la Sicile et de la Calabre au patriarcat de Constantinople // RSR 40
(1951-1952), Mélanges Jules Lebreton 2, p. 191-200. For a recent thorough revision of the
problem and further bibliography, cf. Karagiannopoulos 1. // A¢eiépopa &g Ttov
Kawvortavtivov Bapovokov 5 (1992), p. 205-216.
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new cathedral in the capital city of the province and provided it with a new
typikon, according to the sacramentary of the Great Church of Constantinople,
at a time before the date of the oldest extant manuscript.

It is mainly from the eighth century onwards that we discern a certain
need for sacristies at either side of the sanctuary. Many Early Christian ba-
silicas were remodeled and partially rebuilt to fulfill the new needs for sepa-
rate, subsidiary spaces of the altar apse, such as the small basilica excavated
in Geraki near Sparta in the Peloponnese® and that of the Archangel Michael
at Frangokastello, Crete”’. In the former, new chancel barriers cut the eastern
parts of the aisles and a new constructed altar was added at the east end of
the south chamber. In the latter, the whole eastern part was rebuilt, as the
more massive walls indicate. In Dion, Macedonia, the episcopal church was
radically remodeled with a new roofing system and new subsidiary rooms at
the east ends of the aisles, probably covered with calottes, as suggested by
Aris Mentzos®. Even the well-known church H at Side, Asia Minor, may
fall into this category: it was erected over the ruins of an earlier church, as
can be discerned by the remnants of a circular apse under the one discovered
by Semavi Eyice®. That is perhaps why the two side chambers do not fit
well with the overall plan of the church. Other churches, like those of the
Sebaste in Asia Minor® or the monastic church of St John of Pelekete®’, can
clearly illustrate the process of adding separate rooms, circumscribing them
in the whole shape of the church, a process at the final stage of which may
be placed churches like the Dereagzi and the catholicon of the monastery of
Constantine Lips mentioned at the beginning of this paper.

To sum up, it is rather difficult to establish any kind of linear process of
adding subsidiary rooms to the sanctuary from the Early Christian to the
Middle Byzantine period. The prothesis and the diakonikon can mean and
surely did mean different things in different regions and in different periods

%% Xyngopoulos A. Praktika tes en Athenais Archaiologikes Hetaireias 1937, p. 108—114.

" Volanakis I. Kreta // Reallexikon zur Byzantinischen Kunst 4 (1982), S.892-893;
Andrianakis M. G. To ®paykokdotello tov Xeakiov. Athens, 1998, p. 20-21, fig. 16.

8 Mentzos A. H exkhnowaotikhy apytektoviky g Miepiag oty mpdun pulavivi mepiodo /
Emompovikd Zovédpro: H ITepio ota Pulovivd kot vedtepa ypdvia. Thessaloniki, 1993,
p. 154-159, plan 2; in my opinion the date proposed (3" third of the VI — 1% half of the
VII c.) is rather early for such a reconstruction.

¥ Eyice S. L'église cruciforme de Side en Pamphylie // Anatolia 3 (1958), p. 35-42. Cf. also:
Ousterhout, Master Builders, op. cit., 17, fig. 10.

8 Firatli N. Découverte d'une église byzantine a Sébaste de Phrygie. Rapport préliminaire /
CArch 19 (1969), c. 151-155. Mellink M. J. Archaeology in Asia Minor // AJA 80 (1976),
p. 287288, ill. 4. See recently, Dimitrokallis G. La genése de 1'église en croix grecque
inscrite / Byzantina 23 (2002-2003), p. 224, 226, figs 6-—7.

' Mango C., Sevéenko I. Some Churches and Monasteries on the Southern Shore of the Sea
of Marmara / DOP 17 (1973), p. 242-248, fig. 40.
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of time. Their roots are indeed oriental: the diakonikon as an annex is attes-
ted only in Syrian and Palestinian contexts and it could be identified only
with the baptistery, if not with the later prothesis of the Constantinopolitan
liturgical tradition. The Syrian diakonika and martyria could have provided
the architectural prototypes for the embodiment of sacristies in the shape of
the church, as Orlandos has already suggested; but this remains to be proven
by churches of transitory architectural types still to be found or re-studied.
Anyway, a lot of work has to be done in both the fields in question: the litur-
gical studies, in order to discern the origin and the diffusion of problematic
texts like the Testamentum, and the research of the church buildings, in order
to clarify phases and reconstructions that are escaping the old publications.
The 66™ canon of the Synod of Agde can be of particular interest, since in
this case the high-rank clergy of a western liturgical 'family' has consciously
reaffirmed an ecclesiastical rule originating from another part of the world: it
was not only a chance to reaffirm the ecclesiastical tradition but also a
chance to confirm the multitude of the Christian worship and at the same
time to set up limits in matters of language and of liturgical practice.

Anuc Bapanuc
University of Thessaly, Volos

JKEPTBEHHUK N TMAKOHHUK.
O NEPBOHAYAJIBHOM 3AMDBICJIE JOITOJIHUTEJ/IbHBIX
[TPOCTPAHCTB BU3AHTUNCKOTO AJTAPS

JKepTBeHHUK M TUAKOHHUK — TEPMHUHBI, OTHOCSIIHECS K JIUTYPTUU U
apXUTEKType XpaMoB. OHU CBSI3aHBI C ONPEICICHHBIMU BPEMEHHBIMHU OTPE3-
KaMU CITY>KOBI U OT/AETHHBIMHU YacTsSIMHU LIEPKBHU, X U3ydeHHe TpeOyeT cpaB-
HUTEIHHOTO aHAIM3a IBYX 00JacTeil: MCTOpUU IEPKOBHOW apXUTEKTYPHI U
UCTOPUH XPUCTHAHCKOTO OOTOCITYKECHUSI.

Kaxk nokazan I'. Juckynpuc, B KoHcTaHTHHONONE KEPTBEHHUK U Ha-
KOHHHUK KaK OT/ENbHBbIE MOMEIIEHHS XpaMa YIIOMHHAIOTCA B MHUCHMEHHBIX
MCTOYHHMKAX HCKIIOYUTENHHO BO BpemeHa llanmeonoros. Ho B To ke Bpems
[EPKBU CTOJHIBI C X B. CTPOMIIUCH C OOKOBBIMU TOMEIIEHUSAMH TI0 00eUM
ctopoHam anrtaps. CaMbIM JPEBHHM COXPAaHUBIIMMCS TPUMEPOM MOXKHO
CUUTATh MOHACTBIPCKYIO IIEpPKOBb, OCHOBaHHYI0O B 907 r. KoHcTaHTHHOM
Jlunica, B miiaHe KpecTOBO-KYIOJbHYIO; TEEph 3TO CeBepHas LepKoBb De-
Hapu HMca mxamu (puc. 1). JlonmomHUTEN HBIE TIOMEIICHNS C TAKAM XKe Ijia-
HOM HMEIOTCS W B HEMHOTO Oojiee paHHEH KymoipHO# Oazmimke B Jlepean-
*ku (Dereagzi), natupyemoit npumepno 900 r. Otu mpuMepsl MOKa3bIBaIoT,
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YTO TUIaH OOKOBBIX TTOMEIIEHUH MOYKET HE 3aBHCETh OT apXUTEKTYPHOTO TH-
Ta IepPKBU.

AncugHble TOMEIIeHHs Mo OOKaM anTapHOW YacTH, MpeABapPUTEIHLHO
UAeHTH(QUIUPOBAHHBIE KaK JKEPTBEHHUK W IMAKOHHHUK, MOTJIM UIMETh JIPyroe
HazHaueHue. B nepkeu boromarepu Cxpumy (puc. 2), Haxonsmecs B ['pe-
uy U garupyemoii 873—874 rr., GOKOBBIE ancuibl ObLIH OTACTBLHBIMU IIEPK-
BSMH, TOCBSIIEHHBIMU, COTJIACHO COXPAHMBIIMMCS HAIMHCAM, arocTONaM
[etpy u INaBmy. Takke cOMHHUTENbHA U HISHTH(UKAIHS KaK KEPTBEHHUKA
Y IMAaKOHHUKA CaKpUCTHUH Oonbiioil O6asunuku B A6o6a [lnucka B bonrapun
(puc. 3). M3HauanbpHO ceBEpHOE MOMEIEHHE MOTJIO CIIYXKHTh XpaMOM Myde-
HUKa, a I0)KHOE — OanTucteprueM. ITO MOXKET IMOATBEPKIATHCS ABYMS IIPH-
CTpOiiKaMH, BO3BEJIEHHBIMH IIO3/IHEE C JBYX CTOPOH BOCTOYHOI CTEHBI
LIEPKBH, MOCTPONUKY KOTOPBIX MOXXHO OOBSACHUTH JIUIIb HAMEPEHHEM CTPOH-
TeNel YKPBITh PAaHHEXPHUCTUAHCKUI anTaph M KyIelb B OOKOBBIX IOMeEIIle-
HUSIX JUIS COXpaHEHHUs JOPEBHEro M 0cobo LEeHHOTo ycTpoiictBa. Llepksu
Ckpury 1 A606a ITnncka JOIKHBI yaepKaTh HaC OT MOCHENIHOTO TOJIKOBa-
HUS Ha3HAYEHUS MOMEIICHUH, MPUMBIKAIONINX ¢ OOKOB K alTApHOM arcuie.

HeomnpoBepxuMble apXeoJIOTHUECKHE CBUAETENbCTBA IOATBEPIKAAIOT,
9TO 1O KpaitHel Mepe Ha bankanax B VI B. unH jauTyprum He TpebOoBaa HC-
MOJIb30BaHUs JOTIOTHUTENBHBIX MOMEIeHnH. B emuckonansHOl Oa3uiiike B
Hapuusn 'pazg (puc. 4) nBa arcuIHbIX TOMELIEHHS B BOCTOYHBIX KOHIIaX 00-
KOBBIX HE()OB, CUMTAIOIIUECS KEPTBEHHUKOM M JTMAKOHHUKOM, UMEIOT TPO-
€MBI, OTKPBIBAIOIINECS B IIEHTPATIBHYIO allCHY, KOTOPhIe OBUIH 3aJI0KEHBI BO
BpeMsl CTPOMTENbCTBA CHHTPOHA. DTH KOMHAThl MOTJIM HCIIOJIB30BATHCS BO
BpeMs IMOXOPOH CBSIIEHHOCTYKHTEIEH BBICOKOI'O PAaHTa WM BBINAIOIINXCA
MpeICTaBUTENIe MECTHOTO HACENICHHS, KaK MOYKHO TIPEATIOJIOKUTh 110 OTKPHI-
TOM B 10’)KHOM KOMHAaTe MOTHJIE.

JKepTBeHHUK M TUAKOHHUK CYIIECTBOBAJIHM HE TOJBKO B LIEPKBAX BOC-
TOYHOW YacTW MMIepuH. PaBeHHCKHE NEepKBU JEMOHCTPHUPYIOT KadecTBa,
COOTBETCTBYIOIINE XOPOLIO pa3pabOTaHHOH B CTapoii IUTEpaType CXxeMe TaK
Ha3bIBaEMOI'0 «BOCTOYHOTO BiMsHUA». [IpoBenennoe J[x. Cmutom wmccie-
nmosanue 1epkBu Can J[>xoBarnau EBaHTemicTa mokasano, 9To ceBepHas 3aia
LEPKBU HCIIONB30Bajiach Kak OnOnnoreka win ckpunropuil. MutepecHo 3a-
METHTb, uTo TiaH abbarcTBa Cen [amn (St. Gall) B manyckpunre ok. 820 T.
n300pakaeT LEPKOBb C JOMOIHUTEIHHBIMU BYXATAXKHBIMA KOMHATaMH IO
00erM CTOpOHaM anTaps: CKpUNTOpHEM M OMONHMOTEKOH ¢ ceBepa U CaKpu-
CTHEH a1 00OTroCTyKeOHBIX COCYIOB U oOyiadeHui ¢ rora. CoxpaHeHue Tpa-
UMY YCTPauBaTh CAaKPUCTHUHU C JABYX CTOPOH antaps a0 [X B., BOZBMOXHO,
MOKAa3bIBACT, UTO JaKe B OoJiee paHHUX LEPKBSIX PaBeHHBI HE CYIIECTBOBAIIO
HUKaKHX KEPTBEHHUKOB U JIUAaKOHHHUKOB. bojee Toro, 3To MoxeT BhI3BaTh Y
HAC Cepbe3HbIe COMHEHHs KacaTelbHO Ha3HAYCHHS CXOIHBIX apXUTEKTYp-
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HBIX AJIEMEHTOB B PETMOHAX, TJe )KePTBEHHHUK U JMAKOHHUK HE ObLIN CBSA3a-
HBI C CAMHM THIIOM CITY>KOBI.

Wrak, HamMm Hajo cpenarh mar Ha3aj U MEpPecMOTPETh NMHUCHMEHHBIE U
apXUTEKTYpHBIE CBUIETENhCTBA. |losBIeHNE criennanbHON (QYyHKITUH KepT-
BeHHuka B Historia ecclesiastica marpuapxa ['epmaHa u B XOpOIIO H3BECT-
HOM kozekce bapOepunu 336, natupyemeiM ok. 800 T., OTHOCUTCS K Hayamy
VIII B. B 3TuX MCTOYHMKAX KOHCTAHTHHOIOJIBCKOTO MPOUCXOXKICHUS Tep-
MUHBI <CKEPTBEHHUK», «IHAKOHHUK» U «cKkeBo(miaknoH (skeuophylakion)»
SIBIIIIOTCS CHHOHMMaMHU, TaK KaKk €IMHCTBEHHBIM 37JaHHEM, KOTOPOE HUCIONb-
30BaJIO JKEPTBEHHUK U TUAKOHHHK, B aHcaMOiie CBsaToit Codun ObIIO KPyT-
JI0€ B IUTaHE 3/IaHUE y CEeBEPO-BOCTOYHOTO yIila FOCTHHHMAHOBCKOTO Xpama,
Kak yoenutensHo mokasai P. Tadrt.

TepMuH «TMaKOHHHUK)» OMHCHIBAaeTCS B OOJiee paHHUX MCTOYHHMKAX, Ta-
kux kak Testamentum Domini, KOTOpBI cumTaeTcs COOpPHUKOM V BekKa.
Omnucannasg B Testamentum cxema IEpKBH Halllla CBOE BBIpaKE€HHE B Xpa-
Max roxHoi Cupun, @unukuu u [lanectunsl. B 3THx o0nactsx, a Takxke B
Oojee 10)KHOW ApaBHUU CYHIECTBYIOT YIIOMHHAHUSI TEPMUHA «IUAKOHHUK» B
MTOCBSITUTENBHBIX HAMHUCSIX MO3AaUYHBIX IMOJIOB IIEPKOBHBIX MPHUCTPOEK, Ja-
TUpyeMbIx V — HavajoMm VII B. DT npuCTpoiKH B OONBIINHCTBE CBOEM —
BEITSIHYTBIE 3aJIbI BJIOJIb OOKOBBIX HE(OB, B OCHOBHOM CITY>KHBIIIHE OamnTH-
crepusamu (puc. 5). Jloncens-Byt (P. Donceel-Voiite) monsiTanachk criiaanth
pasnnine MeXIy CBEICHHSIMH U3 MMCbMEHHBIX UCTOYHUKOB W 3nUrpaduky,
COUTS TMAaKOHHHUK «MHOTO(YHKIIMOHAIBHEIMY» TIOMEIICHHEM. 3aMEeTHUM, UTO,
€CNIM HaM HaJ0 YeTKO OLEHUTHh HAaJIEeKHOCTh CYIIECTBYIOIINX MCTOYHHKOB,
CIIEyeT CKOopee NMPUHUMATh BO BHUMAaHWE HAIIKUCH W WHPOPMAIHIO, MOy~
YEHHYIO B pe3yJIbTaTe pacKOIOK, YEM ONMCAHUs B TEKCTaX, aBTOPUTET KOTO-
PBIX COMHHUTEICH.

JIbSKOHHHK TakKe yrmoMuHaeTcs B 21-M mpasuiie JIaoAMKHIICKOTO cO00-
pa, matupyemoro HemHormMHu paHee 380 r. DTOT kKaHOH ObLI MepeBeleH Ha
JaTBIHb U IOATBEPKIeH B 506 . B 66-M KaHOHE IIEpPKOBHOTO cobopa B AraTa
(Agatha, Agde B coBpemenHoii ®panmmn). B HEM OTOXKIECTBICHHE secreta-
rium ¥ JMaKOHHHWKA JOJDKHO TIOHMMAThCS TOJBKO KakK OTOXKICCTBIICHHE
(GYHKIMH XpaHUIHUIL, KOTOPbIE BBHIMOIHAIN 3TH MOMEIICHHUS, H 3TO HE0OXo-
JIUMO TIOYEPKHYTh, TaK KaK, COTJIACHO JIUTYPTHYECKOMY TUIIHKOHY 3aIlaHOH
LIEPKBH, BEPYIOIINE CaMU MOJHOCHIIM CBOM IMOYKEPTBOBAHHUS BO BPEMsI €BXa-
PHUCTUH, U TIPOUCXOIMIIO 3TO HE B OTAEIBHOM KOMHATE 10 TOTO, Kak OHU BXO-
ITUITK B Hed, M HE TIepe/l HayaJioM CITy>KObI. B 3TOM 3amagHas 1epKoBb Ciieso-
BaJla HE TOJbKO ycTaBaM MwuiiaHa u ['ajuinu, HO Takke AJIEKCaHIpUH U, TI0
MOeMy MHEHHI0, Mymupnu, 1 BOCTOYHOM, U 3allaHoM.

Ha bBankanckoMm moiyocTpoBe caMoil IpeBHEH LEpKOBBIO, UMEIOLICH
KEPTBEHHUK W IHAKOHHUK KaK BCIOMOTATENbHBIE MOMEIIEHHS, PacIoio-
JKeHHbIE 10 OokaM anraps, siBisiercsi cobop Cesitoit Codun B Deccanonu-
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Kax, HauboJiee IPeBHsS 4acTh KOTOPOro HeAaBHO ObLTa naTupoBaHa . Be-
nenucom cepenunoit VIII B. Pa3ymMHO npeanonoxuth, 4TO KOrAa BOCTOYHAs
Wnnmupus mepenura W3 IOPUCAWKIMKA PHMCKOTO TPECTojia B TaTrphapxare
Koncrantunonons B 732—733 unu 753 TT., HOBBIC IIEPKOBHEBIC BJIACTH BO3-
BEJIM HOBBIH cOOOp B CTONUIIE MPOBUHIMK M CHAOIWIN €0 HOBBIM THUITHKO-
HOM, TIO TIpuMepy ycraBa «Bemukoil nepkBm» KoHcTanTHHOMONS, emie 10
MOSIBJIEHUS CTapeNIIuX U3 JOUIeIINX 10 HaC MaHYCKPUIITOB.

OmnpeneneHHy0 TOTPEOHOCTh B CAKPHCTHAX ¢ 0OEUX CTOPOH ayTapsi Mbl
obHapyxuBaeMm ¢ VII wnn VIII B. MHOTHE paHHeXpHUCTHAHCKUE O0a3UIINKA ObI-
TN peKOHCTPYHPOBAHBI H YACTUIHO TIEPECTPOCHBI, YTOOBI yIOBIETBOPUTH HO-
BYIO MOTPEOHOCTh B OTJENBHBIX JOMOJHUTENBHBIX MOMEIIEHHUSIX aITapHOM
ancupl. B HEKOTOPBIX M3 HUX aNTapHBIE CTEHKU OTCEKaId BOCTOYHEIE YaCTH
00KOBBIX HE(OB, B JAPYIHX BCS BOCTOYHAS YaCTh IEPEIUIaHUPOBATACh HIIH
Jlake TepecTpanBaiack. Takue mpruMepsl, kKak 1epkBu CeBactuu B Maoii
Azun nnu MoHactelpckas CB. Moanna Ilenekera, SICHO WUTIOCTPUPYIOT MpPoO-
1ece 100aBJIeHUS OTACIBHBIX MPOCTPAHCTB, OKPYKEHUS IMHU BCeil 1iepkBu. Ha
(MHATHHOM CTaANM TAKOTO MpoIlecca HaXOAATCs IepKBH THMa Jlepeamkn wim
kaonmukoH MoHacThipss KoHncranTrHa Jlunca, ynoMsiHy ThIH BEIIIIE.

Kaxxercst, mpssMonnHEHHOTO mporecca J00aBIEHUS BCIIOMOTATEeIbHBIX
MOMEIIEHNH K anTapio C JIOXH pPAHHETO0 XPHUCTHAHCTBA [0 CpeIHe-
BHU3aHTUICKOTO TIeprosia He cymiecTByeT. JKepTBeHHUK W TUAKOHHUK MOTJIH
0003Ha4YaTh U HECOMHEHHO 0003HaYyaau pa3Hble MOMEIIEHHUS B Pa3HBIX pe-
THOHAX W B pa3HbIe MepHObL. VX MponcXoXaeHne AeHCTBUTENBHO BOCTOY-
HOE: TUaKOHHUK KaK MPUCTpOiiKa cyrecTBoBa jguib B Cupun u llanectune
1 MOT OBITH OTOKAECTBIIEH TOJNBKO C OaNTHCTEpUEM WM Jake C TO3JHEeH-
MM JKEPTBEHHUKOM B KOHCTaHTHHOIIONBCKOW JUTYPTUYECKON TpPaIUIIHH.
Cupntickue diakonika m martyria MOTIIN ITOCITY>KUTh apXUTEKTYPHBIMH TIPO-
TOTUTIAMHU BKJIFOUCHHSI CAKPUCTUH B 00BEM IEPKBHU, KaK YK€ MPEIIOT0KII
A. Opnannoc, X0Ts MPOMEKYTOUHBIC CBS3M OTCYTCTBYIOT WM UX eIlle Tpe-
CTOWT MCCIIEIOBATh.
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1. Constantinople, complex of the churches of the monastery of Constantine

Lips (907). Plan (source: C. Mango, Architecture byzantine, Milan 1993, 108,
fig. 160)
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2. Orchomenos, Greece, church of the Virgin Skripou (873/4). Plan (source:
S. Voyadjis, DeltChAE 20 (1998-1999), 113, fig. 2)
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3. Pliska, Bulgaria, church of the Great Basilica (VI, VII and IX c.). Plan
(source: P. Georgiev, T. Smjadovski, ArcheologijaSof 24/2 (1982), 14, fig. 1)
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4. Cari¢in Grad, Serbia, episcopal basilica (VI c.). Plan (source: N. Duval, in :
Villes et peuplement dans I'lllyricum protobyzantin, Actes du colloque
organisé par I'Ecole frangaise de Rome, Rome 1984, 407, fig. 3)
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5. Mount Nebo, Jordan, monastic church of the Prophet Moses (V c.). View of
the diakonikon-baptistery (source: photo by father M. Picirillo)



