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D30Tepmdeckoe XpucTnaHcTBo B Poccrn Havasia 19 Beka

Fsoteric Christianity in early 19t" century Russia
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HapcmBo Boxue 6uymps Bac ecmo (J1x. 17:21)

N. V. Gogol

He Bcem dano nocmuzamo
Hapcmbue Hebecnoe (M86.)

Not everyone is able to
comprehend the Heayenly
Kingdom (Iyanoy’s notes)
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The kingdom of God is within you (Lk 17:21)
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A. A. Heauors.

Ortar 1. Ilovickm «Teruiont Bepbl»
Step 1. Searching for “warm” faith
(genuine, fervent)
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Ortarn2. PanionanbeHOe Oorociiosue. brbrerickmit moKyMeHTamsm
Step 2. Rational theology: the Bible as historical document
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OTion, «BockpeceHme» (1845)

“The Resurrection” (a study for
the altarpiece)

«Yenosex uwyecmeyem booxcecmeo
OecKoHeuHOoe, CaMo8lacmHoe u becmenecHoe.
Ho on ne 6 cunax e2o uzobpasumeo unaue,

Kak npunucas Emy ceou uenoseueckue
8blCOKUe Kauyecmea, cOCMas/isis mem cambim
cebe uoeanvl. »

«Man senses Divinity — infinite, omnipotent and
incorporeal. But he cannot represent Him
otherwise than by ascribing to Him
man’s own lofty qualities, thus forming
ideals for himself.»



OCHOBHOVI TPyZ: pa3odyapoBaHue ...
The magnum opus: Disappointment
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Mythological theology and fa
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Xomnogusei Vncyc Visanosa-Topsarnbacena (1835)
A “cold” Jesus of Ivanov-Thorvaldsen




“Christus”, MmopmonsI 1 CBepxueroBek
Christus, mormons, and the Ubermensch

Christus in Salt Lake City



Hecawuita Vloarna Kpectmresta
The right hand of Saint John the Baptist
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BbIBOAbI

1. AyxoBHas X13Hb MBaHOBa NpoTeKana B PycAe 330TEPUUYECKOTO BHYTPEHHErO
XPUCTMAHCTBA, XapaKTepPHOro AASl pycckoro obpas3oBaHHOro obLiectBa Havyana 19 Beka.

2. E€ aBoAOLMSA LLAG OT MOUCKOB «TEMAOW BEPbI» Uepe3 OBUBAENCKNIKN AOKYMEHTAAU3M K
cBOOBOAHOM Bepe-meute nepruopa bMbAenCcKnx 3CKM30B.

3. bubnenckue ackm3sbl — 3T0O UKOHbI MEPBUYHOIO 0bpasa MUPOAOTMYECKOrO BOroCAOBUSA
LLITpayca.

4, Kak camo TBOpY€eCTBO MIBaHOBA, Tak U ero BOCNPUATUE COBPEMEHHUKAMKU MOTyT ObiTb
AYULLE NMOHATbI B KOHTEKCTE PEAUTUO3HOM XM3HU IMOXMK.

CONCLUSIONS

1. The story of lvanov’s spiritual journey unfolded against the backdrop of interior, esoteric
Christianity, characteristic of early 19t century Russian religiosity.

2. Three periods can be distinguished in his spiritual journey: (a) searching for “warm
faith” ; (b) Biblical historicism; and, finally, (c) free faith-imagination of Biblical studies.

3. In light of Strauss’ mythological theology, lvanov’s Biblical studies can be seen as icons
of primeval sacred imagery of a religious tradition before its codification.

4. lvanov’s work, as well as its perception by the 19t™ century public, are better understood
in the context of the religiosity of the time.



